We studied the distribution of basic fibroblast growth factor (bFGF) immunoreactivity in bovine adrenal gland, ovary, and pituitary, using a polydonal anti-bFGF antibody.
In the adrenal gland, the inner layers of the capsule, the zona glomerulosa of the cortex, and the chromaffin cells of the adrenal medulla were intensely stained.
In the ovary, follicular epitheial cells of growing follides and granulosa cells of mature follides showed strong bFGF-like immunoreactivity. Endoaine cells ofthe pituitary anterior and intermedi-Introduction Basic fibroblast growth factor (bFGF) is an angiogenic factor and also a mitogen for many mesoderm-denived cells (Gospodanowicz et al. , 1986). Very recently, in vivo and in vitro studies have shown that bFGF also influences proliferation and differentiation of glial cells (Gensbungen et al., 1987; Weibel et al., 1985) and, in addition, may act as a neurotnophic factor (Grothe et al. , in press; Otto et al. 1987 Otto et al. , 1989 Anderson et al., 1988; Sievers et al., 1987; Unsicken et al., 1987; Morrison et al., 1986; Walicke et al., 1986) . Basic FGF has been purified from a variety of tissues including brain, pituitary, corpus luteum, placenta, adrenal gland, kidney, and thymus [for review see Gospodanowicz et al. (1986) ]. Furthermore, bFGF has been demonstrated to exist in cultured adrenal cortical (Schweigeren et al., 1987a) , chromaffin (Blottner et al., 1989) , ovarian granulosa (Neufeld et al., 1987) , and pituitary follicular cells (Ferrara et al., 1987) . However, the precise distribution ofbFGF within these organs, e.g. , localization in a particular zone of the adrenal 21 ). Endothelial and musdc cells of blood vessels failed to show a positive reaction product ( Figure  2e ).
Basic Fibmblast Growth Faaor-like Immunoreaaivity in Bovine Ovary
In bovine ovary, bFGF-like immunoneactivity was restricted to fol- 
Discussion

Adrenal Gland
A key function that has been assigned to bFGF is its pronounced (Halbeng et al., 1959) . In addition, it has been reported that prolifen- ative activity in rodents depends on age and feeding time (Long, 1975 
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. . : . Rathke's pouch. The neurohypophysis, as shown in the present study, appeared to be devoid of bFGF-tike immunoreactivity.
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Localization of bFGF in the brain seems thus fan to be confined to neurons (Pettmann et at. , 1986) , but its precise regional distnibution stilt awaits clarification.
Conclusion
This study demonstrates that bFGF-like immunoreactivity is localized in glomerutosa and chromaffin cells of the adrenal gland, in fotlicutan epitheliat and granulosa cells of the ovary, and in endocnine cells of the pituitary.
This distribution pattern of bFGF in the different tissues suggests that the biological role of bFGF in various organs is not directly related to its mitogenic activity.
